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Artiste’s limited edition wines are art-inspired impressions of traditional 
blends from around the world.  In this catalog you will find our current 
collection of art-inspired wines and unique gift collections with artisan 
flare.  Artiste wines are not available in stores, so you have found a truly 
unique gifting opportunity for your family, friends, and loved ones.  
 
Inside these pages you will discover all the details on three new wine 
releases, just made available this November to our wine club members, 
featuring the artworks of James Pratt:  “La Fontain”, “Evening Stroll” 
and “Luce Autunno”.  Please join us for James Pratt’s art exhibit and wine 
release party on December 13, from 1-4pm at Artiste Tasting Studio.

Shop online at Artiste.com, or call us to customize your own gift set and 
choose from a variety of packaging options such as our unique, splatter-
painted wooden crates and gift boxes. Even better, bring your family, 
friends, and co-workers to the Tasting Studio in Los Olivos.  Artiste 
provides a fun and creative atmosphere for private events and activities 
such as wine blending workshops and painting parties.  We hope to see you 
soon!

Laurie “Lars” Blundell
General Manager

Happy Holidays!
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 How To Order:

www.Artiste.com

Phone: (805) 686-2626 
Fax: (805) 686-2625

Shop: 2948 Grand Avenue, Studio E, Los Olivos, CA  93441
Quantities and availability limited to stock on hand.

Laurie Blundell



Old and Glorious    $47    $35.25              $15
Automne    $30    $22 .50              $15
Rainne     $30    $22 .50              $15
Le Vase Bleu    $42    $31.50              $15

Collection Sets:     

James-Paul Brown Duo    $90    $110              $20
La Musique and Le Danseuse  

James Pratt Duo   $70    $52.50              $20 
La Fontaine and Evening Stroll 

Aldo Luongo Duo   $77    $57.75              $20 
Il Pittore and Old & Glorious  

Matti Berglund Duo   $86    $64.50            $20 
Pegase and Madonna  

James Pratt Trio   $138    $96.60            $25 
La Fontaine, Luce Autunno
and Evening Stroll  

Mixed Artist Trio   $107    $80.25            $25 
Prepara, Automne, La Musique

Lars’ Love Collection (6-Btls)  $217    $162            $40 
Raine, Il Pittore, Prepara, La Musique
Queen and Le Vase Bleue

Roberto’s Concerto (6-Btls)  $221    $165.75           $40 
Automne, Old & Glorious, Madonna
Pegase, Rainne and Impressionist Rose

Single Bottles:                 Retail     Members  +Wood Box_______________________________

Wine Gift Sets
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Select from single, double and triple bottle sets. Each set includes a high quality 
giclee print.Add on our signature Artiste branded, splatter-painted wood box.

Red translucent 
Artiste corkscrews 
Retail $10.95
Members: $9.86

Artiste wine 
bottle candles
Retail $36
Members: $32.50



Les Artistes
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Four times per year, Artiste releases three new wines with labels painted from the 
brushes of our featured artist. The Artistes listed below will be featured in 2015, 
and on a recurring basis in the future. Learn more about them at Artiste.com.

James-Paul Brown
Neo-impressionist artist James-Paul Brown blends the 
broad brushwork and vibrant colors of Van Gogh with the 
ethereal strokes and pastel shades of Monet to produce 
enchanting, passionate masterpieces. A world-renowned 
painter, his life resembles a colorful palette, capturing 
the beauty and adventure of the human experience.

Aldo Luongo
In  his “space and time” Aldo Luongo creates powerful 
and spirited work that evokes true emotion.  Whether 
he is portraying a romantic enclave, a frenzied sporting 
event, or a richly textured landscape, central to all of 
Luongo’s paintings is the balance between memory and 
hope, sorrow and humor, freedom and control. 

Steven Quartly
Artist Steven Quartly’s pallet knife blends like Artiste 
wines!  Classical training in oil, which began at age 13 
in Novato, California it was the disciplined instruction 
upon which Quartly has rapidly built a career. Summer 
journeys with wife Natalie through France, Italy, 
England and America’s coastal cities have inspired much 
of his art.

Carole Rae Watanabe
Watanabe’s past includes a life-long commitment to 
creating supportive communities that nourish the wild 
art spirit in all of us. She lives and teaches the concept of  
“life as an art form” during the winters at her art school 
in Sebastopol, California, and summers in the French 
fauvist village of Collioure where she paints and sells her 
work in her own gallery L’Art Vivant.

James Pratt is a world renowned palette 
knife artist and is considered as one of the 
“Modern Masters.”  James was born in 
Wellington, New Zealand, moved to Los 
Angeles in the early 1980’s and has become 
an US Citizen.  James and his wife, Beverly, 
are now living in a country home outside of 
Charleston, South Carolina.  When not in 
South Carolina, they enjoy spending time at 
their home in Southern France. 

When referring to Pratt’s art work, his admirers say “you have either been there or 
you want to go there.”  As a prominent fine art collector writes: “The work is very 
full of life and color and causes the viewer to feel inspired to want to travel, visit 
and have this kind of an experience. If not actually travel, then to enjoy that special 
adventure, vicariously, through the paintings that he has created.”

While at his home in southern France, he spends time traveling to the village 
marketplaces, sea ports, and cafes throughout Europe where he carefully composes 
scenes through the lens of his digital camera and then sketches the mood and scenes 
in either pencil or watercolor. Upon returning to his studio, he puts palette knife to 
canvas. 
 
James was introduced to art at young age by his father, a very accomplished 
artist. His life has always revolved around design and creativity. James worked as 
an International Marketing Director while in New Zealand and the US before 
beginning his professional art career.  “I am blessed to have this profession and it 
was possible through the help of my wife Beverly who has worked to allow me to 
focus on my painting.”

James’ art is currently being sold to the world’s fine art Connoisseurs as well as 
represented and shown in galleries in several states. He is one of the featured artists 
on board the Princess Cruise Lines and he travels to many of the worlds Ports of 
Call. His work hangs in private and public collections throughout the United States, 
France, the UK, Australia and New Zealand and can be viewed at his studio in 
Meggett /Hollywood, South Carolina.  More at: www.JamesPrattFineArt.com.
  

Featured Artiste for Autumn 2014

James Pratt



Italian for “Autumn Light”, this transporting oil on canvas by James 
Pratt made me think of the transition from Summer into Autumn, 
when the Sun is lower in the sky, making the light more diffused and 
easy on the eyes.  What better wine to welcome Autumn than with 
a Super Tuscan style blend,… so easy on the palate that it can be 
consumed with or without food.  Luce Autunno has well integrated 
French oak vanillin and a hint of smoky American oak that decorate 
a medley of fresh cranberries, dried strawberries, raisins, raspberries, 
oregano, dill and Allspice. Medium bodied, the palate is dry and slightly 
tart, a perfect pairing with rich and Heavenly Italian cuisine.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

58% 2013 Sangiovese
Hallauer Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills, Santa Ynez Valley

31% 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley

11% 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon
Valley View Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price
 224 cases [12/750mL] $55/bottle
 84 magnums [1.5L] $124/bottle

Luce Autunno
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A Super Tuscan style blend
James Pratt, Artiste  •  Detail, oil on Canvas

Bottled in October, 2014  •  Optimal December 2014 - 2018



Inspired by what one may experience on an après dinner stroll along the 
Gironde river in Bordeaux with your “bestie”, Evening Stroll displays a 
floral-herbal arrangement of dried green herbs and fresh flowers that 
elevate aromas of dried blueberries, blackberry bramble and paprika, 
overlapped by layers of black tea, cola, and toasty French oak.  Instantly 
gratifying, mouth-watering tannins and acidity are followed by a long 
lingering, complex finish, thanks to the aged components of this multi-
vintage wine.  Like an evening stroll, this wine should be consumed 
presently, with someone dearest to your heart.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

40% 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon
Valley View Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

17% 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley

32% 2012 Cabernet Franc
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley

11% 2012 Malbec
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley

 Production & Price
 228 cases [12/750mL] $38/bottle
 84 magnums [1.5L] $86/bottle

Evening Stroll
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A Left Bank, Bordeaux style blend
James Pratt, Artiste  •  Detail, oil on Canvas

Bottled in October, 2014  •  Optimal December 2014 - 2018



What wine would you want your fountain to be filled with?  Pomerol 
perhaps?  That’s the idea that led to this mélange of Merlot and 
Cabernet Franc, the most revered varietals along the Right Bank of 
Bordeaux.  After assembling this wine like a chef perfecting a sauce, 
I couldn’t help but smiling when it was realized.  Roasted nuts, dried 
herbs, flower petals and spices are followed by charred cedar, dark 
cherries, red peppers, vanilla bean, and the subjective list goes on into 
as it flows endlessly into eternity.  A medium bodied wine and well 
balanced, ever evolving arrangement, La Fontaine must be the wine 
spilling from Bacchus’ fountain,... constantly intriguing.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

70% 2011 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

10% 2012 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

20% 2013 Cabernet Franc
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price
 234 cases [12/750mL] $38/bottle
 84 magnums [1.5L] $86/bottle

La Fontaine
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A Pomerol, Bordeaux style blend

James Pratt, Artiste  •  Detail, oil on Canvas
Bottled in October, 2014  •  Optimal December 2014 - 2018



Dance is a language of movement that moves through us all.  It is the physical 

manifestation of underlying frequencies that transcends borders, cultures, 

life and matter.  There is a natural rhythm to all things, and it is the dancers 

that respond to these frequencies in a more beautiful, precisely connected way.  

Dance is performed in many cultures as a form of emotional expression, social 

interaction, in a spiritual or performance setting, and is used to express ideas, or 

tell a story.  Blending Artiste wines is a similar process. Like the ballet, different 

wines swirl and fuse together in my glass and on my palate to become something 

more intriguing and poetic. The process of composing La Danseuse was no 

different than how a choreographer would tell a story on a stage:  By feeling, 

capturing and expressing the underlying frequencies, letting the natural rythm be 

my guide. And like every great danseuse will tell you, practice makes perfect.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

28% 2012 Grenache
El Camino Real Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

21% 2011 Grenache
Windmill Ranch Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

39% 2012 Tempranillo
Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County

12% 2012 Syrah
Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County

 Production & Price

 185 cases [12/750mL] $38/bottle
 120 magnums [1.5L] $95/bottle

La Danseuse
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A Spanish style blend
James-Paul Brown, Artiste  •  Detail, Gouache on paper
Bottled in February, 2014  •  Optimal April 2014 - 2017



Pomerol is a French Appellation d’origine contrôlée (AOC) within the Libournais 

(“Right Bank”) in Bordeaux.  The wine produced there is predominately made 

from Merlot, with Cabernet Franc playing a supporting role.  Some of the 

most expensive wines in the world come from Pomerol, namely, premier cru 

Château Pétrus.  A Right Bank style blend, Le Vase Bleu is inspired by the artwork 

of James-Paul Brown.  In response to the pastel blues and cool greens used in 

James’ painting of this floral still life, I blended the earthy/fruity characteristics 

of Merlot with the floral/herbal character of Cabernet Franc, and the earthy/

spicy nuances of Malbec to create this luscious wine bouquet.  The resulting wine 

is not powerful, but it elegantly enthralls me with it’s  constantly changing, wild 

variations of dried flowers and herbs, dark cherries, fresh cookie dough, vanilla 

bean, and a musty cabinet of herbs and spices. 

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

39% 2011 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

11% 2010 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

28% 2011 Cabernet Franc
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

22% 2012 Malbec
Tommy Town Vineyard, Happy Canyon

Production & Price
 203 cases [12/750mL] $42/bottle
 120 magnums [1.5L] $105/bottle

Le Vase Bleu
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A Right Bank, Brodeaux style blend
James-Paul Brown, Artiste  •  Detail, Gouache on paper
Bottled in February, 2014  •  Optimal April 2014 - 2017



Music is an art form whose medium is sound and silence.  To many people in 

many cultures, music is an important part of their way of life, yet there is no 

single and intercultural universal concept defining what music might be.  The 

idea that silence may be “heard” between the sounds is profound and reminds 

me of a quote by Friedrich Nietzsche, who once said “And those who were seen 

dancing were thought to be insane by those who could not hear the music.”  This 

wine composition of Italian and French varietals was mixed con brio  (with spirit, 

with vigour) in an appassionato (Passionate) way. Because of it’s accelerando (ac-

celerating; gradually increasing tempo) it is challenging to hear the silence in La 

Musique.   Allegretto (a little lively, moderately fast), the Merlot definately sets 

the tempo, but the accompaniment of Primitivo and Dolcetto contributed a rich 

vibrato (vibration), while the Petit Verdot gave this wine it’s groove.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

56% 2011 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

22% 2011 Primitivo
Sorrelle Vineyard, Lodi

12% 2011 Dolcetto
Los Alamos Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

10% 2012 Petit Vedot
Tommy Town Vineyard, Happy Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price
 198 cases [12/750mL] $32/bottle
 120 magnums [1.5L] $80/bottle

La Musique
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A  California-Italian style blend

James-Paul Brown, Artiste  •  Detail, Gouache on paper
Bottled in February, 2014  •  Optimal April 2014 - 2017



Candied cranberry, fresh raspberry, dried 
flowers, dill, anise, plum, clove, crushed 
red pepper, leather, light smoky oak, 
carmel cherry, milk chocolate, long oaky 
finish, with vanilla bean.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

58% 2013 Sangiovese
Hallauer Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills

31% 2012 cabernet sauvignon
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon

11% 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon
Valley View Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price

 250 cases [12/750mL] $30/bottle
 90 magnums [1.5L] $66/bottle

Il Pittore
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A  Super Tuscan style blend
Aldo Luongo, Artiste  •  Detail, acrylic on canvas

Bottled in April, 2014  •  Optimal May 2014 - 2017



Fresh raspberry, purple grape lollypop, 
mint leaves, prune, lilacs, violets, dry 
finish with red fruit medley, dill-like dried 
herbs, medium tannin, smoke, white pepper, 
raspberry, peppercorn, smoky, green herb and a 
nutty finish.  

v Bion Rice, Winemaker

56% 2012 pinot noir
Excalibur Vineyard, Los Alamos

44% 2012 Syrah
Los Alamos Vineyard, Los Alamos

Production & Price
 250 cases [12/750mL] $45/bottle
 90 magnums [1.5L] $99/bottle

Prepara
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A Neo-Burgundy style blend
Aldo Luongo, Artiste  •  Detail, acrylic on canvas

Bottled in April, 2014  •  Optimal May 2014 - 2017



Wet Earth, must, smoke, all spice, cedar, 
black licorice, wet clay, dark cherry, 
raspberry, boysenberry, blackberry, petroleum, 
buttery pie crust, thyme,... Bring me some 
maple bacon wrapped grilled steak!

v Bion Rice, Winemaker

55% 2012 Cabernet sauvignon
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon

27% 2012 malbec
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon

9% 2012 malbec
Tommy Town, Happy Canyon

9% 2012 Cabernet Franc
Coghlan Vineyard, Happy Canyon

Production & Price

 250 cases [12/750mL] $47/bottle
 90 magnums [1.5L] $104/bottle

Old & Glorious
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A  Left Bank Bordeaux style blend
Aldo Luongo, Artiste  •  Detail, acrylic on canvas

Bottled in April, 2014  •  Optimal May 2014 - 2017



This painting by Matti Berglund, albeit off-beat, is perfectly composed 
with dramatic elements such as faces and botanicals in a transitory, 
watery dream-like place.  It’s tranquil blues are accented by fern green, 
crimson, light gold and creamy whites led to my response in the wine 
medium:  Weaving the exotic and tropical fruits of Marsanne into the 
cool base of stone fruits, citrus and minerality of Verdellho.  Rainne 
evloves on the palate like a long, cool underwater dream, with a wide 
array of characters, elemental and subconscious.  Seafood lovers of 
oysters, mussels, uni and crustaceans will find this wine perfectly 
compliments, thanks to the bright acidity that pierces through a lightly 
buttery finish.

  v Bion Rice, Winemaker

77% 2013 Verdelho
Ste. Amant, Amador County

23% 2013 Marsanne
Buttonwood Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

 Production & Price

 273 cases [12/750mL] $30/bottle

Rainne
aaaffggaaa

A Neo-Portuguese style blend
Matti Berglund, Artiste  •  Detail, Acrylic on Canvas

Bottled in June, 2014  •  Optimal November 2014 - 2018



Like an ancient antidote or herbal remedy, this wine smells, tastes and 
feels like it will cure any ailment.  This Madonna painting by Matti 
Berglund inspired and evoked inner peace, and balance through duality, 
which led to the combination of two diametrically opposed varietals 
(Petite Sirah with it’s power and intensity, and Merlot with it’s grace 
and elegance), fused together to create a well-structured, balanced wine.  
A wide array of dried herbs and flowers combine with black pepper, 
fresh earth and licorice, followed by bramble berry jam, currents, black 
pepper, medium toasted oak and mulling spices.  With great patience, 
we recommend  erving this wine to friends you want to help in an 
altruistic way after 2014. 

v Bion Rice, Winemaker

50% 2011 Petite Sirah
Los Alamos Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

50% 2011 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price
 215 cases [12/750mL] $46/bottle
 120 magnums [1.5L] $103/bottle

Madonna
aaaffggaaa

A Neo-Bordeaux style blend
Matti Berglund, Artiste  •  Detail, Oil on canvas

Bottled in June, 2014  •  Optimal November 2014 - 2018



According to legend, everywhere the winged horse Pegasus struck his 
hoof to the earth, an inspiring spring burst forth.  This blend, inspired 
by the art that adorns the bottle, opens it’s wings after the first ten 
minutes, showing off it’s beautiful Bing cherry/licorice combination 
with white pepper, smoke and allspice, followed by strawberries, 
cranberries, rhubarb and buttered pie crust.  But, Pegas takes flight with 
more patience, and after thirty minutes it continues to show off wildly 
complex notes of orange peel and lemon grass, then accents of jasmine 
and rose petals, powdered tin candies and cedar shavings. Pegas will take 
at least two years of proper cellaring to tame.

v Bion Rice, Winemaker

50% 2012 Pinot Noir
Coghlan Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills

30% 2013 Pinot Noir
Kessler-Haak Vineyard, Santa Rita Hills

18% 2013 Syrah
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

2% 2013 Grenache Rose
El Camino Real Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price
 224 cases [12/750mL] $40/bottle
 120 magnums [1.5L] $90/bottle

Pégase
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A  Neo-Burgundy style blend
Matti Berglund, Artiste  •  Detail, Oil on canvas

Bottled in June, 2014  •  Optimal August 2014 - 2018



Powerful and well balanced, but extremely complex, like a  Queen 
should be, this wine shows ripe black plums, prunes, freshly dug earth 
and figs that give way to heady, port-like characteristics.  The smoky 
French oak, baked almonds and saddle leather decorate it’s crown of 
aromatic jewels that trail off into the subtle complexities of dill, anise, 
crushed red peppers, chalk, and strawberry jam.  Rich, tannic and full 
bodied,  Queen finishes with a long reign of supremacy on the palate.  
Reserved for a boars head feast, this wine will enthrall nobility and 
aristocrats worldwide, especially when served stylistically well with a 
sense of arrogance.

v Bion Rice, Winemaker

91% 2012 Tempranillo
Ste. Amant, Amador County

9% 2010 Merlot
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price
 259 cases [12/750mL] $38/bottle
 120 magnums [1.5L] $86/bottle

Queen
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A  Spanish Rioja style blend
Matti Berglund, Artiste  •  Detail, Oil on canvas

Bottled in June, 2014  •  Optimal November 2014 - 2018



A powerful blend of Grenache, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Syrah.  Picture a rainy Fall 
day, log on the fireplace, surrounded by family 
and friends.  Flavors of dried fruits, fig, exotic 
brown spices and clove.  The perfect holiday 
wine to pair with your Thanksgiving feast.

v Bion Rice, Winemaker

63% 2011 Grenache
El Camino Real Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

27% 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon
Sunstone Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

10% 2012 Syrah
Brave and Maiden Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley

Production & Price

208 cases [12/750mL] $30/bottle
120 magnums [1.5L] $90/bottle
2 Salamanzars [9L] $600/bottle

Automne
aaaffggaaa
A  Neo-Rhonedeaux style blend

Carole Rae Watanabe, Artiste  •  Detail, Acrylic on canvas
Bottled in November, 2013  •  Optimal 2014 - 2016



IMPRESSIONIST ROUGE
A serious red wine that is rich in color with 
upfront notes of black cherry and plum. The 
vibrant dark fruit gives way to notes of cedar, 
spice & vanilla with a long smooth finish. The 
tannins are well integrated into this wine giving 
it structure and longevity allowing for instant 
gratification and age.  $28/bottle

IMPRESSIONIST ROSÉ
This dry rosé was stainless steel fermented then 
aged in neutral French oak for approximately 
five months. It displays floral notes of 
watermelon, strawberry, and tropical fruit, 
followed by similar spicy nuances 
including white pepper and 
cinnamon.  $28/bottle

IMPRESSIONIST BLANC
Bright Spring esters of citrus blossoms, lemon zest, 
sourgrass and lime rind evolve into soft, Summery 
incantations of tropical honeydew and ripe 
cantaloupe, finished by decorative Fall-like accents 
of jasmine, orange honey, glycerine, cinnamon, and 
nearly ripe apricots and peaches.  $28/bottle

Artiste’s Impressionist Blanc, Rosé and Rouge are 
blended in memory of the master Impressionists. 
Impressionism marked a percolating rebellion 
against the established artistic standards, as does 
Artiste with its blended wines today.  In 2014, we 
commissioned Santa Ynez based artist, Cecily 
Furlong, to hand-illustrate the legendary Monet, 
Toulouse-Lautrec and Cezanne in an Eighteen-
Eighties Parisian poster format. We loved her work 
so much that we didnt alter it at all, and allowed all 
of her work cover the front label. Thank you Cecily!

“I am a self taught artist, 
who has been drawing within 
reach since I could pick up a 
crayon. I grew up and now live 
in the lovely Central Coast of 
California; with my husband 
and two sons; where everyday 
is an inspiration. I try as much 
as possible to draw from the 
beauty that surrounds me.” 
                            -- Cecily Furlong

Cecily Furlong 
aaaffggaaa

Artist & Illustrator for 
Artiste’s Impressionist Series Labels



In 2004, I had the opportunity to invite the daughter of internationally 
acclaimed Champagne winemaker, Bruno Paillard, to pour her father’s 1999 
Artiste at an Artiste wine dinner at the Four Seasons Santa Barbara.  I was 
completely blown away by its complexity and balance. She was kind enough to 
share some of his black magic with me, and thus Effervescence was born.

Starting at five, in the cool of the morning, on September 5th, 2008, we hand-
picked Chardonnay at 19 Brix and 2.88 pH from a small family vineyard in the 
East Willamette Valley, in Oregon.  The tight, greenish-gold clusters were hauled 
overnight to Santa Maria where they were gently pressed off to a stainless steel 
tank for settling.  After 18 hours, the juice was gently transferred to 3-year old 
French Oak barrels and inoculated with EC1118 yeast.  After a 23-day barrel 
fermentation, the wine spent the next five years aging on the lees.  In January 
2013, the wine was racked off the lees, filtered and bottled with a small dosage 
of yeast and a moderate amount of sugar to initiate bottle fermentation, or 
Méthode Champenoise.  In August, 2013, the wine was disgorged and topped off 
without the addition of sugar, preserving it’s vibrantly crisp, yet aged character.

The nose jumps from the glass in a blend of dried fruit, apples, nuts, honey and 
toasty aromas that transition to pear, chalky minerality, bread dough, spring 
flowers and a touch of crème brûlée.  On the palate, the wine is deep, full-bodied 
and well aged,  with a superb mineral drive, elegant mousse and a very long finish.  
Drinkable now, this bottle really deserves to be opened between 2014 and 2020, 
but you must be good to Champagne.  Please cellar Effervescence responsibly!

I am very proud to say this wine is one of my greatest winemaking achievements.  
Only 1,584 bottles were produced.  That’s why we hand-labeled each bottle with 
hand-torn canvas. Released in 2013 at our tenth anniversary party, we held back 
40 cases for realease this 2014 holiday season.  There’s no better wine to celebrate 
a decade of art, wine and friends.

Salud!

Anniversary X Cuvée

Effervescence9

Bion Rice, Winemaker
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